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PRE-ARRIVAL INFORMATION
Auraria Campus

Dear Prospective Student,
Attached please find the pre-arrival information for Spring International Language
Center, Auraria campus. The following is a list of the information enclosed in this

pre-arrival information packet:

e Important Information for Students

SEVIS Alert: [-901 Fee Payment
e [-901 Payment Instructions and Mail-In Form
e Arrival Information Questionnaire

e Medical Insurance Information

e 2010 Term Schedule and Fees
Please read this information carefully as it contains important information about
your visa, your arrival in Denver and Spring International’s program.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (303) 534-1616
or by e-mail at heather@spring.edu.

Sincerely,

Heather C. Stewart
Executive Assistant/International Student Advisor
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS

CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY (1-20)

Your Certificate of Eligibility (I-20) is a document you will use to apply for a student visa in the F category.
Please review your 1-20 to ensure that the information is correct and complete using the guidelines below. If
information needs to be changed or added, please contact Spring International Language Center at (303) 534-1616
or auraria@spring.edu.

Please review the following fields on your 1-20:

#1 — Personal Information

Name: Family (Last), Given (First), Middle
Country of Birth

Country of Citizenship

Date of Birth

This information must match your passport.

#5 — Course of Study
*  Your field of study (Second Language Learning)
e The date by which you should arrive at Spring International Language Center
Note: You may enter the U.S. up to 30 days prior to this date.

#8 — Source of Funding
e This should be the same source of funding as indicated in your application materials

Dependents

Dependents are family members, such as a spouse or child, who will accompany you to the U.S. If you have
dependents that will come with you to the U.S., each of those dependents should have his/her own 1-20.

Please contact our office immediately if you need an [-20 for a dependent. Please note that you will be required to
show that you have an additional $3500 of financial support for each dependent.

After you arrive at Spring International, if you decide that you want your dependents to join you, the Spring
International office can give you documents for them at that time.

APPLYING FOR A STUDENT VISA

If all of the information on your Certificate of Eligibility (I-20) is correct, immediately make an appointment with
the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate to apply for your student visa. In some countries, it may take several
months to receive a decision on your student visa application. Therefore, we encourage you to start this
application process as soon as possible.

Applicants for student visas should generally apply at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate with jurisdiction over their
place of permanent residence. For a list of the locations of U.S. embassies and consulates, please go to
http://usembassy.state.gov/. The embassy website in your country has information available in your native
language.
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Required Documentation to apply for an F-1 visa:

1. An application Form DS-156, together with a Form DS-158. Both forms must be completed and
signed.
e Male applicants ages 16 to 45 will also be required to complete and sign Form DS-157.
e All forms can be found online at http://www.state.gov/m/a/dir/forms/.
o A separate form is needed for children, even if they are included in a parent’s passport.
Blank forms are available without charge at all U.S. consular offices and on the Visa Services
website under Visa Application Forms.

2. A passport valid for travel to the United States and with a validity date at least six months beyond the
applicant’s intended period of stay in the United States. If more than one person is included on the
passport, each person desiring a visa must make an application.

3. One photograph measuring 2 inches square (35mm x 35mm) for each applicant, showing full face
against a light background. Head coverings and hats are only acceptable due to religious beliefs, and
even then, may not cover any portion of the applicant’s face. See website for specifications —
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/info/info_1287.html.

4. Original Certificate of Eligibility (I-20) form

5. Evidence of sufficient funds. Your financial statement should be the documentation you provided to
us when you applied. You need to be sure it shows that you have the total amount our school has
estimated on your 1-20.

* More information about obtaining a U.S. visa is enclosed. Please read it carefully. For even more information,
visit http.://travel.state. gov/

Other Documentation

Student visa applicants must establish to the satisfaction of the consular officer that they have binding ties to a
residence in their home country, which they have no intention of abandoning, and that they will depart the U.S.
when they have completed their studies. It is impossible to specify the exact form the evidence should take since
applicants’ circumstances vary greatly.

SEVIS 1-901 Fee

In addition to a visa processing fee, you will be charged a $200 SEVIS 1-901 fee. (See enclosed 1-901 Form for
instructions). You must use this form or you may go to the internet site at www.FMJfee.com, complete the on-
line form, pay the fee by credit card and print out a receipt immediately. You must have a receipt for payment at
least three days prior to your interview. Your SEVIS number and the school code can be found on your I-20. For
more information about the SEVIS 1-901 fee, please read the enclosed information or visit the website at
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/index.htm.

The U.S. Department of State has a new website with lots of useful information for international students. Visit
http://www.educationusa.state.gov/.

** Note: The F-1 Student Visa authorizes you to live temporarily in the U.S. and “maintain status by being
enrolled in a full-time program of study and achieve satisfactory grades in all courses attempted.” We advise
that you read page 2 of your I-20 to understand the regulations of your F-1 visa.



ENTERING THE U.S.

F-1 student visa holders may enter the U.S. up to 30 days before their program start
date listed on the I-20. You may be refused entry into the U.S. if you attempt to
arrive more than 30 days before the program start date. Please check this date
carefully when making your travel arrangements.

All students must arrive prior to the mandatory orientation session. Please
notify Spring International via e-mail at auraria@spring.edu as soon as possible if
you will not be able to enter the U.S. in time to attend orientation due to visa
processing delays.

When you arrive in the U.S., officers from the Citizen and Immigration Services (USCIS) will review your
documents at the port of entry before they admit you into the country. Please keep the following documents in
your carry-on baggage and have them ready for the USCIS officer to review:

Passport
A passport is a biographical booklet issued by a national government to its citizens to allow for travel
to other countries and return to home country. It is important that you make sure your passort is valid and
will not expire soon. Your passport should be valid for at least 6 months beyond the date of your
expected stay.
e The USCIS officer will review your passport and U.S. student visa. He/she will then stamp your
passport to indicate the date and place that you arrived in the U.S.

Certificate of Eligibility (I-20)

e  When you receive your nonimmigrant visa at the U.S. Embassy or consulate, the consular officer
will seal your original 1-20 in an envelope. You should not open this envelope! The Customs
and Border protection officer at the Port of Entry will open it.

e The USCIS officer will stamp and make a notation on this document.

You must show the USCIS the I-20 of the school you plan to attend. The SEVIS identification
number on your student visa should reflect the same SEVIS number indicated on your I-20.

1-94

Form 1-94 is a card that will be distributed to you on your flight to the U.S. Please complete this form
and give it to the USCIS officer when you enter the U.S. It is very important that you spell your name
and give your birth date on the [-94 as it appears on your [-20. We write dates in this order: month-day-
year. 10-08-1981 is October 8", 1981. You should put the address where you will live, not the school
address. If you are living with an American host family, we will have sent you this information.

e The USCIS officer will stamp the I-94. He/she also will note on the I-94 your student visa type
(e.g., F-1 or F-2) and “D/S”. The “D/S” stands for “Duration of Status” and it means that you are
allowed to stay in the U.S. as long as you are legally “in status” with the USCIS. The USCIS
officer may attach the 1-94 card to your passport.

o Please verify that the USCIS officer wrote the correct visa status and “D/S” on your 1-94 before
leaving his/her workstation.

e For more information about what a student can expect at the port of entry, visit
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/factsheet/100104ent_stdnt fs.htm.




Admission documents

Be sure to have all admission documents that we sent to you with your [-20. It is strongly recommended
that you have available copies of your financial documents, evidence of admission to your program and
the name and contact information for your Designated School Officer (DSO).

Your DSOs are:

Jeanne E. Hind, Director, Spring International Language Center
Telephone numbers: (w) 303-534-1616; (h) 303-744-7564; (cell) 303-810-8350 (emergency and
after hours only)

Heather C. Stewart, International Student Advisor, Spring Interational Language Center
Telephone number: (303) 534-1616 (business hours only)
E-mail: heather@spring.edu

At the Port of Entry, the USCIS officer will review your documents and stamp your 1-94 and your [-20. This is an
example of these documents and how they should be stamped:

1-94 or "Admission” number

I-94 Form

Make sure the USCIS officer
has stamped your 1-94 with your
status (F-1 or J-1) and D/S
(Duration of Status), before you
leave the port of entry.

I-20 for F-1 Students

Make sure the USCIS officer has stamped your 1:20 ~ | Soesersmsrese. ety
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TRAVEL TO DENVER

If you are arriving by airplane, you will be arriving at Denver International Airport—DIA
airport code. You will need to take an airport train from the concourse to the main
terminal and go to baggage claim. If you are being met by your host family or a Spring
International representative, they will be waiting for you at baggage claim. If you have
missed a connection and will be arriving late, please contact us immediately with your
new arrival time.

If you need someone to pick you up from the airport, we can arrange for someone to pick
you up. Please complete the Arrival Information Questionnaire enclosed in this packet
and return it to Spring International by fax or e-mail at least one week before you plan to
arrive.

You may also use Taxi and Shuttle services to get to the Auraria campus, a hotel or wherever you will be staying
in Denver. You may choose to use any of the following taxi/shuttle services:

e Metro Taxi: (303) 333-3333
o Yellow Cab: (303) 777-7777

e  SuperShuttle: (303) 370-1300
e DIA Airport Limo: (303) 773-1757

Public Transportation
Denver’s public transportation is called The RTD. It includes a public bus and light rail system. For public
transportation schedules, maps, and routes, go to www.rtd-denver.com.

HOUSING

Students at Spring International can choose from the following housing options:

1. Homestay with an American Family: Many of our students stay with American families. If you have
applied for a host family and have been placed before arriving in the U.S., a school representative or your host
family will be available to meet you at the airport upon arrival and take you to your host family's home if you fill
out and send in the enclosed Arrival Information Questionnaire at least 1 week before you plan to arrive.

2. Apartments: If you are interested in staying in an apartment, you will be responsible for locating an
apartment. When moving to a new city it may take time to find the right apartment. There are many apartments
to choose from. Below are just a few resources to assist you in beginning your search. Spring International does
not visit these apartments and cannot guarantee their availability, price or quality. These apartments are close to
campus or close to city transportation:

The Marquis at the Parkway Alexan City Center Apartments The Overlook at Mile High
1170 Galapago Street 801 Englewood Parkway 3190 West 14™ Avenue
Denver, CO 80204 Englewood, CO 80110 Denver, CO 80204

(303) 592-7331 (866) 795-6530 (303) 592-1800
www.theparkwayapts.com www.alexancitycenter.com www.willmaxapartments.net

3. Student Housing: Dormitories are owned and managed independently from Spring International. You need to
apply on the dorms’ websites. The following dormitories serve the Auraria campus:

Inn at Auraria Campus Village The Regency

1051 14™ Street 318 Walnut Street 3900 Elati Street
Denver, CO 80202 Denver, CO 80204 Denver, CO 80216
(303) 623-3007 (303) 573-5272 (303) 477-1950

www.theinnatauraria.com www.campusvillageliving.com www.regencystudenthousing.com




4. Hotels: If you have not arranged for your housing before your arrival at our school, you may need to
stay in a hotel close to school for a few days. We have included a list of hotels on the back of this
document so you can make reservations.

ORIENTATION, TESTING AND REGISTRATION

On the first day of the term, you should report to the school by 9:00 AM to attend a mandatory orientation
session, which will acquaint you with our school and the college campus. At the orientation, you will
meet other students and your teachers. You will register and then be given assessments that will help us
place you in the correct level. These assessments include: a 30-minute writing sample, an English
proficiency test (listening, grammar, vocabulary and reading}, and an oral interview. You will be placed
in one of our six levels of instruction on the basis of your test results. You will be finished by 3:00 PM.

In your acceptance letter, you have a date for your mandatory orientation. We have also listed an early

orientation date. If you arrive in the U.S. a week or more before your program start date, we advise that
you participate in the early orientation.

PAYMENT OF FEES

All fees for each term are due at registration on or before the first
day of the term. Most students pay their tuition and fees with
travelers’ checks, money orders, bank drafts, cash or credit cards
(Visa, Master Card, or American Express). If you prefer to send
your tuition by wire transfer before you arrive at school, you may
contact our school for wire transfer information. This should be
done prior to your arrival.

Payment of fees must be made by the end of the first week of the
term. Students who pay after the first week of the term will be
charged a late payment fee of $100.

REFUND POLICY

In all cases, the $125 application fee is not refundable.
If a student is denied a visa, a full refund of tuition and fees will be made.

If a student withdraws at any point during the first half of the nine-week term, SILC will retain the
prorated amount of tuition for four weeks and will refund the remaining tuition to the student.

Students who withdraw after the first half of the nine-week term will receive no refund.

MEDICAL INSURANCE

Students on F-1 visas enrolled at Spring International are required to have medical
insurance coverage. You will need to purchase insurance through our school if you
do not have your own insurance. If you have insurance that will pay for medical
expenses in the U.S., you must present proof of your coverage at registration. More
detailed information about our school medical insurance is enclosed.

ADVISING SERVICES

Spring International provides advisement on college or university placement, U.S. immigration
regulations regarding student visas and cultural adjustment counseling and academic counseling.



List of Hotels

Magnolia Hotel Denver

818 17" Street

Denver, CO 80202

Phone: (303) 607-9000 / Fax: (303) 607-0101
http://www.magnoliahoteldenver.com

Grand Hyatt Denver

1750 Welton Street

Denver, CO 80202

Phone: (303) 295-1234 / Fax: (303) 292-2472
Rates and Reservations:
www.granddenver.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp

Sheraton Denver Downtown

1550 Court Place

Denver, CO 80202

Phone: (303) 893-3333 / Fax: (303) 626-2543
www.sheraton.com

Crowne Plaza Denver City Center Hotel
1450 Glenarm PI.

Denver, CO 80202

303-573-1450

www.hoteldenver.net

The Curtis Hotel

1405 Curtis Street
Denver, CO 80202
303-571-0300
http://www.thecurtis.com/

The Brown Palace Hotel and Spa

321 17" Street

Denver, CO 80202

303-297-3111

http://www.preferredhotels.com/preferred hotel/hotels/index.aspx?src=2605338&i1d=47672




